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Abstract.
The aim of this study is to make an anthropological characterization of an interesting small ethnic 
group in Bulgaria – the Gagauzes from Kavarna, based on the archives of the Section of Anthropology 
and Anatomy of IEMPAM-BAS. Data from individual anthropological blanks of 112 males have been 
processed statistically and analyzed. Based on this characterization the Gagauzes from Kavarna should 
have been formed as a population in the Balkans. This coincides with the results of the dermatoglyphic 
and genetic studies in Gagauzes outside Bulgaria.
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Introduction

The Gagauzes are an interesting ethnic group – Turkic-speaking Orthodox Christians, 
whose origin is still unclear. They appear on the world scene only in 19th century – be-
fore 1868 there is no mention of them. In the beginning of 19-th century they live in 
the lands of Eastern Bulgaria intermixed with Bulgarians, Greeks, Albanians, Turks, 
Tartars and Gypsies. After the Russo-Turkish wars of 1806-12 and 1828-29 a great part 
of them migrate to the Russian Empire (together with Bulgarians and Albanians from 
the region). These who rested on the Balkans gradually assymilated with Bulgarians 
and Greeks, but these in Moldova developed proper national identity and received an 
regional autonomy. Today in Northeastern Bulgaria there exist only a limited number 
nonassymilated Gagauzes in some localities as Kavarna.

The anthropological studies among them are few. Such ones are carried out first by 
Pittard [9] in the beginning of 20th century, than after comparable methods with modern 
ones by Dyachenko in Moldova in 1958, published 1965 [3] and by Pulianos in Bulga-
ria in 1963, published 1967 [10]. The dermatoglyphic of the Gagauzes in Moldova has 
been studied by Dolinova [2] and by Segeda [11]. In the last years there are also studies 
on Y-chromosomal DNA haplogroups, as also on autosomal DNA [12, 4].
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