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A necropsy of wild boars from some regions of Southwest Bulgaria showed an infection with three 
lungworm species from family Metastrongylidae - Metastrongylus pudentotectus, M. salmi and M. elon-
gatus. The collected parasites were used for a morphometric description of the species. The results were 
compared with the existing ones in the literature. It was established that as a whole the morphometric 
features of the species correspond to such described by other authors in materials from Bulgaria and 
abroad.
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Introduction

Lungworms in wild boars are nematode parasites from family Metastrongylidae. They 
are believed to be the most important parasites influencing the health status of the wild 
boar [12]. The infection with metastrongylids leads to verminous pneumonia and se-
condary disorders in the hosts, loss of weight, abortion and higher mortality, especially 
in young animals. Because of their importance, many studies on different aspects of the 
induced by them illness have been performed [2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13]. The systematic posi-
tion of these parasites, however, is still unclarified. Kontrimavichus et al. [9] include 
in Metastrongylidae family two subfamilies – Heterostrongylinae (parasites on mar-
supials and insectivores) and Metastrongylinae. These authors [9] associate only one 
genus with subfamily Metastrongylinae – Metastrongylus in which include 7 species 
(M. madagascariensis, M. pudendotectus, M. asymmetricus, M. salmi, M. confusus, M. 
elongatus, M. tschiauricus) infected domestic swine and wild boars. Anderson et al. 
[1], however, believe that the above system is in error and Metastrongylidae should be 
restricted to Metastrongylus of swine, the genus being characterized by a pair of large, 
lateral trilobed labia, thick-shelled sculptured eggs, an atypical bursa and earthworm in-
termediate hosts. It is necessary to collect great quantity of information in order to solve 
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