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Roma People – Genetics and Anthropology
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Roma people are from long ago suspected of Indian ancestry. At first this supposition was proved by 
somatological observations. Generally different Roma appearance from neighbouring European popula-
tions was obvious but only since start of genetic surveys it was evident that Indian hypothesis is valid, 
and fully concordant with older anthropometric data.
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I. Historical background

Gypsies, who call themselves Roma, originated from people who left northern India 
between 5th and 11th century, probably around 8th century [5, 6, 9], and then reached 
through variety of ways almost all European countries (about 900 years ago appeared 
in the Balkans) [6], in turn, related to them Dom people [9] are present at the Middle 
East and north Africa. The two most likely are derived from the tribe Domba from 
north–western India [8]. 

II. Y–DNA
The main proof of the origin of the Gypsies from the Indian subcontinent is a very 
high percentage of “Indian” haplogroup H (exactly H1a1a–M82)[8]. Apart from 
India, does not meet such high frequency of this haplogroup. Moreover, among the 
Gypsies this haplogroup is more numerous than among the Hindus, which indicates 
so-called “founder effect” and the origin of Gypsies from a small group of Indian 
immigrants.
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