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The study includes results from the investigation of human bone remains from two complexes with 
inhumation and three ones with cremation burial ritual, investigated during excavations of a section of 
the antique necropolis of Apolonia Pontica, situated in the area of Kalfata-Budzhaka, included in recent 
building activity. The investigated materials shed light to the history of the population, which inhabited 
the antique town in the 3rd-5th c. BC.
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Materials and Methods

During archaeological excavation on a section of the antique necropolis of Apolonia 
Pontica in the area “Kalfata/Budzhaka”, committed to modern construction activity, 
five burial complexes are uncovered [10]. Three of them, N 1, 2 and 4 are result from 
burials after the cremation ritual, and two, respectively N 3 and 5, after inhumation 
ritual. Complexes are dated in the 3rd-5th c. BC, or graves with cremation burial ritual, 
N 1 and 2 and the inhumations N 3 and 5 in the beginning-first quarter of the 3rd c. BC, 
and a complex with cremation N 4 in the 5th c. BC [10]. The anthropological investiga-
tion is held in laboratory conditions aiming to provide information about age, sex and 
additional individual specifics of buried according to preserved material.

In anthropological identification are used classical methods. One of the skeletons 
from inhumations, from grave N 5 is almost completely preserved. The one from grave 
N 3 is partially preserved, missing skull fragments, except a big portion from the lower 
jaw, vertebral column, except a fragment from a thoracic vertebra, ribs and some frag-
ments from bones of limbs. The preserved portion of the skull vault from grave N 5 
allowed use of methods for assessment of cranial sutures obliteration [7, 9]. Grave N 3 
doesn’t provide much data for age estimation, except auricular surface on both iliac 
bones, preserved in poor condition, but assessed as showing degenerative relief,  and 
age was estimated according to it in broader limits, being impossible to precise the ex-
act stage of development [5]. The sexual identification in both inhumations is achieved 
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